Town Hall Meeting Minutes
September 24, 2009

The Town Hall Meeting at St. Andrews Presbyterian  Church was opened by Rep. Kevin Levitas at 7:00 pm.  Rep. Levitas described to the approx. 125 attendees the purpose of the meeting was to discuss Crime Prevention.  He introduced Tom Ulbricht, Chairman of the Northlake Community Alliance,Inc. (NCA).

Mr. Ulbricht spoke generally about crime statistics that showed that major crime is down in large cities in the US and minor crimes and gang activities are up, partly due to the economic downturn.  He described activities of NCA relative to public lighting along Lavista and proposed lighting on streets around Northlake Mall.  He invited all to visit NCA’s website: nlake.org.
Representative Levitas then introduced Joe Scarpaci, President of the Tucker Civic Association (TCA).  Mr. Scarpaci asked for volunteers on Oct. 3 in the “Rivers Alive” cleanup day.   He briefly discussed other activities of TCA and invited all to visit their website: tuckercivic.org.
Rep. Levitas introduced the County’s new Police Chief, William O’Brien.  Chief O’Brien, who is a 25-year veteran of the DeKalb Police Department, talked about his vision for the Department and the grants that they have received.  He said that the Department is testing new equipment, including officer’s shoulder-mounted audio/video cameras and that they are testing new pagers.  They have a new Electronic Ticketing System (ETS) that will help with vehicle safety and ticketing of unlawful drivers.

Chief O’Brien indicated that they are to receive new weapons for officers and that they will start equipping police vehicles with spotlights using grant money.  They will be purchasing several new speed trailers and new laser speed-detection devices.  He is trying to reinstitute the former Youth Academy and Civilian Academy.  

Sgt. Charlie Lyda, Chief of the Gang Unit, spoke about recent gang activity on Evans Road in Tucker and described how gang activity has skyrocketed around the country.  There was discussion about graffiti.  Chief Lyda urged all to be vigilant about reporting petty crimes so that these gang members and other offenders do not escalate to committing felonies.  For code violations, resident should contact Code Enforcement at 770-724-7940 or codeenforce@co.dekalb.ga.us.   For suspected gang activity, call 404-925-5321.
There was discussion about the importance of Neighborhood Watch groups in neighborhoods as the Police need citizens to be the eyes and ears for crime prevention.  They indicated that “No Solicitation” signs require a permit under the County’s sign ordinance.  Sharen Dorcon, a Crime Prevention/Public Ed. Specialist with the Department, discussed making homes “less attractive” to criminals, such as by keeping the outside of homes and property well-lit, trimming down tall landscaping (especially near windows) to eliminate hiding areas.

Lt. Jim Conroy with Police Communications advise that the Department received 862,000 calls in 2008 with an average response time of 10 minutes.  He explained that calls are prioritized into four levels, depending on their seriousness and that response times would likely vary according to the priority of the call (such as life-threatening versus a theft of a bicycle).  Lt. Conroy added that weather and the time of day were other factors involved in response time.  A new communications system called “CodeRED” will allow the Department to target calls and to complete thousand of them within a matter of minutes.  [NOTE: You can register both landline and cell phone lines to receive CodeRED calls by visiting: https://login.coderedweb.com/codereddataentry/Default.aspx?groupid=mbl4JuEWV5zUcLosP9GTmw%3d%3d.  More information about the system is available on the County Website: http://www.co.dekalb.ga.us/.]  
Other Police senior staff discussed statistics related to burglaries and breaking-and-entering autos in the area.  Sgt. Biumi indicated that 25% of auto thefts are by joy-riding teens, 25% by professional thieves, and 50% drug-related thefts. The Chief O’Brien urged all to use the non-emergency phone number for non-urgent or emergency situations: (404-294-2911)

The Chief answered several questions that were submitted in advance of the meeting.  Rep. Levitas said that he would distribute minutes of the meetings and the questions and answers through email and would post them on his website as well.

Liane Levetan spoke briefly about the DeKalb Police Alliance, Inc. and an upcoming “gala” to raise money for purchase of life insurance for uniformed police officers.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 pm. 

